SOCHETY RECOR 


Vol. 88, No. 10 7 


THE BIBLE SUNDAY POSTER—1943 
(See page 156) 


| Visited Victory Center 


by Francis C. Stifler 


WT isa little better than home, Sir,” said the clean- 
cut member of the military police to whom I 
had just been introduced. We were in the re- 

freshment room of Victory Center, the atmosphere 
of which had prompted me to say to the soldier, “You 
have a fine home here for your leisure hours.” 

In the conversation that followed, I discovered 
what the lad meant by his rather unusual rejoinder 
—‘‘a little better than home.’ He had found Christ 
there. His whole life had begun anew. The Bible 
which he had always 
respected but seldom 
read, was now his 


daily companion. 
He was speaking to 
other men _ about 


their Saviour, and 


church. Mr. Harold Harper, the director, had talked 
with him as he has with so many hundreds of boys. 
Afterward Weaver said, ‘How the Word of God 
is opening up to me! I have learned more of it since 
I came to the center than in all my previous life.” 
Shortly after this great new experience had come 
to Raymond Weaver, he became a guard at the stock- 
ade, and used his opportunity to hold Bible Classes 
with the prisoners. He distributed one hundred 
New Testaments, with the result that four of the 


prisoners accepted 
Christ and asked for 
baptism. 


We met an Italian 
boy named Chris, 
and heard his story. 
In browsing around 


finding victory both 
for himself and for 
some of them in his 
fervent testimony. 


among the books of 
the camp library, he 
ran across a Bible. 
He began reading it, 


It was truly “Vic- 
tory Center” for him. 

Victory Center has 
just published its 
first annual report, 
which is most ap- 
propriately entitled 


wlher Lord hath 
done great things for 
us.” Owned and 


operated by a group 

of earnest laymen who have taken the name “Camp 
Kilmer Christian Testimony, Inc.,” it stands near 
one of the main entrances of Camp Kilmer, in Stel- 
ton, New Jersey, inviting the soldiers to drop in for 
rest, recreation, and refreshment. 

I watched one husky sergeant enter the door. He 
had never been in the center before. Even before 
he looked for a place to hang his cap, he went straight 
to the little literature table and picked up a New 
Testament. I wondered if he had not come par- 
ticularly to get the book, but was told that many 
boys do the same on their first visit. 

We sat and talked with the director and his helper. 
They were enthusiastic about their work. They 
told of man after man who had found “victory” at 
the center. Raymond Weaver was one of them. He 
had been a nominal but indifferent member of the 


Victory Center 


and, without human 
assistance of any sort, 
he was thoroughly 
converted, and _ be- 
gan to talk to his 
buddies about their 
spiritual welfare. 
Two other men have 
accepted Christ be- 
cause of his testi- 
mony. 

Another lad, whom they call Willie, had been 
transferred twice to different posts, but always main- 
tained his touch with Victory Center. A few days 
before our visit he had stumbled into it at three in 
the morning, under the influence of liquor. After 
getting him sobered down, Mrs. Harper, who is a 
real mother to the men, listened while the lad re- 
vealed a struggle that had been going on in his soul 
for a long time. He then and there parted forever 
with his old kind of life, and ever since has been 
giving evidence that he means never to return to it. 
At the time of our visit, he had just gone home on 
furlough to tell his folks of his new-found joy in 
Christ. 

Victory Center is not a church. They have re- 
cently added an auditorium-recreation room, that 

(Continued on page 155) 
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The Enduring Word 


tions Office in Seoul, Korea, thumped his 

stamp wearily on the inkpad, and then 
pressed it on the page ofa little book. As he lifted 
it, an obliterating smudge of ink was left upon 
a few words on the page. He had a good many 
books to stamp, and he was tired. The little book 
was a New Testament in the Korean language. 
The words he had blacked out were “King of 
kings and Lord of lords.” It would not do for 
these subject people to think that there was any 
one above the Emperor. 

That little book had endured such treatment 
before—often before. Police officers have been 
instructed across more than one country to seize 
copies of it and destroy them. Not just once, but 
again and again for centuries copies of it have 
been collected in heaps and burned in the market 
place of many towns. And then, before many 
years, more copies of it were being read in those 
towns than ever before. In one land all but a 
very few copies were so destroyed. But from 
these, a few bold men and women memorized 
long passages, and passed them by voice on to 
others. Then at the end of twenty-five years, 
when the book could once more be read freely, 
there were already ten thousand who had come to 
hold its words precious where only a thousand 
had known it before. 

It has been soaked in sea waters for days in 
the pocket of a man on a liferaft, and yet morning 
and night it has brought fresh courage to him and 
his companions. It has traveled with soldiers 
on the march and into foxholes, and on ambu- 
lances and into hospitals. It has stopped bullets 
and perils more deadly. It has been read at 
eraves on every shore and in every clime. 

It has had barriers—great, solid barriers block- 
ing its path. It has crossed mountains, seas, 
deserts, and jungles. Barriers of strange lan- 


ap HE clerk in the Japanese Censor-of-Publica- 
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guages—and of languages even without books or 
letters—have stood in its way. But, with “un- 
hurrying speed, majestic instancy,” it has pene- 
trated a thousand such barriers. It has passed 
through seas infested with those who would sink 
the ships which carried it. Again,and again, it 
has crossed battlelines. The barbed wire of 
prison camps has not held it back. It has gone 
where no other printed book was suffered to go. 
It has gone where those who printed it and sent it 
on its way, could not themselves go without cer- 
tain imprisonments and possible death. 

It has endured the blasts of those who called it 
false. But they have not stopped it. It has been 
tortured by those who have tried to twist it to 
their own ends. Yet it has straightened itself 
again to their discomfort. It has survived the 
patronage of the learned and the half-learned. 
The books written to explain it, to correct it, to 
improve upon it, fall by the wayside; but it goes 
on. The lip service of the hypocrite and the in- 
difference of the blasé have not diminished its 
power. ‘Though neglected by multitudes of 
those who yet call themselves by its best name, it 
still challenges them, and molds them unawares. 
It is the “enduring Word’’—the one “Word” in 
humanity’s world that does endure. 

Why has it endured? Spoken, it is but a sound 
for a moment on the air. Printed, it is but ink 
ou fragile paper; copies two or three hundred 
years old are regarded with awe. Yet, millions 
of men and women can say, with one who wrote 
in it, “Thy word have I hid in my heart.” What 
mankind finds worth hiding in its heart will en- 
dure. It is the enduring Word, because it is 
God’s Word to mankind; because there is One in 
it—himself ‘the Word’’—who said, ““Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” And men and women of all climes and 
ages have found Him true. 
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The Tokyo Bible House in its setting 


“““~O long as the sun 
shall warm _ the 
earth, let no Chris- 

tian be so bold as to come 

to Japan; and let all 
know that the king of 

Spain himself, or the 

Christian God, or the 

Great God of all, if he 

violate this command, 
shall pay for it with his head.” 

Thus ran the edict of 1868. But this effort to 
keep Christianity out of Japan came considerably 
too late. The Perry expedition of 1853-54 included 
a certain Matthew Goble, who later returned to 
Japan as a missionary, to invent the jinrikisha, to 
teach shoemaking in Yokohama, and to translate the 
Gospel of Matthew (1871). 

Meanwhile, the very first Protestant missionary 
reached Yokohama as early as 1859, and the first 
convert was baptized, also in Yokohama, in 1864. 

About the same time a midshipman of H.M.S. 
Baracoota lost his English New Testament over- 
board in Nagasaki harbor. A fisherman found it in 
his net, and gave it to the port military. officer, 
Wakasa Murata, who thereupon procured a copy 
of the New Testament in Chinese from Shanghai, 
got secret instruction from Dr. Guido Verbeck, and, 
with his brother Ayabe and a relative with the strange 
name of Molino, was baptized by Bishop Williams 
on Whitsunday, 1866. 

But, if Christianity was ever to make progress in 
Japan, something more was needed. The Bible 
had to be put into Japanese—a most exacting task 
involving the mastery of the very difficult Japanese 
spoken language, of innumerable Chinese characters, 
and of the two Japanese syllabaries, each of 47 syl- 
labic signs. 

Then, every paragraph, almost every sentence, of 
the Bible had to be turned upside down and inside 
out to get it into Japanese order and idiom. The 
Japanese have a story to illustrate the difficulty of 
learning their language. It goes like this: French 
is a comparatively easy language to learn; and, if 
you study it for three years, you will be able to speak 
it reasonably well. German is much more difficult; 
but, if you study it for thirty years, you will be able 
to speak it fairly well. Japanese is so difficult, that, 
even if you study it three hundred years, you will not 
be able to understand or speak it well. 

Then, there was the problem of synonyms; e.g., 
for the English word “God.” In Japanese, Kami 
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The Bible in Japan 


by L. S. Albright 


97 66 99 66 


means “upper,” “superior,” “superhuman,” “spirit,” 
“deity.” But the connotations have to do with 
Japanese nature worship or ancestor religion, not 
with one supreme Spirit. Today, thoughtful Japa- 
nese Christians are trying to introduce new names 
for God, built up out of Chinese characters, such as 
Tenshu, “Lord of Heaven,” or Tempu, “Heavenly 
Father.” 


or 66 


“Lest We Forget” 
Record readers, like all Americans, need to be 
reminded that in war as in peace the Bible is the 
Book of all nations. Christians everywhere, if true 


to their calling, are praying for the redemption 
of Japan. This article by a former missionary to 
Japan contains information that American Chris- 
tians should possess while they pass through the 
lengthening days of the war. 


But the Bible is really a whole library of reli- 
gious literature in two parts, with sixty-six volumes 
in all. Such a vast undertaking for amateur trans- 
lators had to be shared by a committee. Of these, 
Mr. Ballagh and Dr. Brown lost their manuscript 
material in fires; several members died or dropped 
out, and others had to be found to take up their 
work. 

But, even so, before the notice boards prohibiting 
Christianity had been taken down in 1873, Goble’s 
St. Matthew and Hepburn’s St. Mark and St. John 
were published, and a Bible depdt had been opened 
in Kobe. 

Two years later, in 1875, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the American Bible Society, and the 
National Bible Society of Scotland began work in 
Japan; two years later still, a Bible depét was opened 
on the Ginza in Tokyo; another two years later, in 
1879, the New Testament was published; and a 
year later a revised edition of this New Testament 
was published. Thus far progress had been steady 
and rapid; but the Old Testament took longer, not 
being published until 1888; and the revised ver- 
sion of the New Testament not until 1914. A re- 
vised version of the Old Testament is now being 
considered by a special committee of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. 

But what of the distribution of the Bible in Japan? 
The combined circulation of the three Bible So- 
cieties from 1937 to 1940 is as follows: 

1937—1,145,365 copies and portions 

1938—1,247,237 (Increase of 101,872) 
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1939— 827,457 (Decrease of 419,780) 

1940— 816,091 (Decrease of 11,366) 

The falling off has been due to three factors: 
shortage of paper, other materials, and labor, causing 
empty shelves and delayed deliveries of orders from 
the printers; difficulties of importing English New 
Testaments; and nationalism and the revival of 
Shinto as a state cult and cement of empire. 


Rival Sacred Literature 

And at this point I would be dishonest if I did 
not interject a warning against complacency. Shinto 
as a state cult is developing a bible of its own; and 


Salesroom—Tokyo Bible House 


the canon of the new scriptures is being formed in 
Japan—The Kokiiki (Records of Ancient Matters), 
712 A.D., Nihongi (Records of Japan), 720 A.D., the 
Imperial Rescript on Education, 18go, the Poems of 
the Emperor Meiji, and the recent Imperial Rescript 
to Students, etc. These first-mentioned records of 
the prehistoric and even mythological period are 
“now being treated as sober history, and textbooks 
of national ethics are based on them; while the im- 
perial rescripts and poems are handled with far more 
ceremony and formal respect, and read with greater 
care and accuracy than the Bible, as I observed at 
the recent dedication ceremony of the new audi- 
torium of a college in Tokyo. To the foreign mis- 
sionary this is rather shocking; but some of my more 
thoughtful Japanese Christian friends believe that 
this very tendency will challenge the Christians to 
greater respect for the Bible, and greater attention 
to its supreme authority. 

The union of the three Bible Societies took place 
in 1938, under the name “Japan Bible Society,” 
with a governing board of twenty-four members, 
sixteen Japanese and eight foreigners, which has 
now become an all-Japanese body. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society gave a 
grant of 75,000 yen for endowment. The American 
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Bible Society gave its beautiful building on the Ginza 
in Tokyo, valued, with its equipment and stocks of 
Scriptures, at $146,000; and the new Society was 
to become independent of further foreign aid as 
from July 1, 1941. : 

As for Bible distribution, the usual methods of 
depot sales and orders and the work of colporteurs 
are supplemented by several other methods unique 
in Japan. 

Correspondence evangelism through advertise- 
ments in papers, leading to contact with people in 
even remote places, means that these inquirers are 
introduced to the Bible as the basis of all corre- 
spondence instruction. 

Bible study in English for students, conducted 
by missionaries and foreign teachers of English in 
government schools, results in the distribution and 
use of many English Testaments. 


Bibles in Japan Are Used 


But, even more important than its distribution, 
is the use made of the Bible in Japan. In our own 
country we have far more Bibles than are being 
used at all adequately. For instance, most people 
in North America no longer carry Bibles or even 
hymn books to church with them; they expect the 
local church to provide hymn books, and at an 
ordinary service no one uses a Bible except the min- 
ister. But, in Japan, Christians customarily carry 
their Bibles and hymn books to church with them, 
neatly wrapped in a silk furoshiki. And they use 
their Bibles. Almost everyone follows with open 
Bible as the minister reads the Old Testament and 
New Testament lessons, and newcomers are assisted 
to find the place by their neighbors or the ushers. 
Moreover, many people look up every Scripture refer- 
ence made during the sermon, and follow the min- 
ister as he reads. This is partly because people like 
to see the Chinese characters, which help to explain 
the meanings of words in a most remarkable way, and 
partly because people are keen students of the Bible 
and so have formed and maintain these good habits. 
In Japan the Bible has not yet become commonplace, 
taken for granted, and neglected or left unused. 
On the contrary, the Bible is central to church, Sun- 
day school, and young people’s society programs. It 
is a Bible-centered church! 


Very Few Bibles 


But, to get this Bible into the homes and lives of 
the vast majority who are not yet Christian,—that 
had been and long will be the problem. Let me de- 
scribe an imaginary but typical visit of a Bible col- 
porteur to a Japanese home in a small hamlet or 
a mountain village. 

The only time the colporteur can be sure of find- 
ing anyone at home is late in the evening; for the 
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entire family will probably be in the fields—perhaps 
some distance from home—from sunrise to sunset, 
and will not come home at noon, but eat their simple 
lunch by the side of the field or in a wattle shelter 
in case of bad weather. The mother or an older 
child may return a little ahead of the rest of the 
family to start the fire in the kitchen and the bath; 
for after a day in the rice fields, wading ankle-deep 
in water and mud, a hot bath is almost as important 
as food. * 


A Bible stall in a prewar exposition in Japan 


As the colporteur approaches the house, this is 
what he sees—a low-walled, thatch-roof house, with 
paper door and windows, and smoke issuing from a 
hole in one gable end. The other end of the build- 
ing is the stable for the family horse or cow, with 
only a partition between; for life is still essentially 
primitive inrural Japan. But the dooryard will have 
flowers, flowering shrubs, and ornamental trees, 
which take much time and care; for the Japanese are 
passionately fond of beauty. And the house may 
have a single electric bulb on a long cord, which 
can be carried from room to room; for electric power 
is well developed, thanks to mountains, forest con- 
servation, and progressive ideas. 


The stranger will:be welcomed with dignity, po- 
liteness, and friendliness, offered a cup of barley 
tea, and invited to share the evening meal. During 
the meal there will be, in keeping with Japanese 
custom, little conversation; but afterwards, when the 
host has lit his pipe with a long stem and a tiny 
bowl (just large enough for three puffs at one fill- 
ing), the guest will be free to explain his visit and 
mission. 

He will probably read John 3: 16, and explain its 
meaning; for Buddhism is very vague about ever- 
lasting life, and very inadequate in its teaching about 
eternal life in the midst of time; while Shinto, as 
the country people know it, is just nature worship 
and ancestor religion. 

There will be some questions, which the colpor- 
teur will answer; a copy of the Gospel of John will 
be sold, though the actual sale will be concealed 
with polite phrases and customs; and the visitor 
will take his leave with numerous farewell saluta- 
tions and urgent invitations to come again when 
in that district. 

All very simple; but in that mountain home and 
on those valley fields a new light will begin to shine 
—the light of the gospel of faith and hope and love. 

But there are thousands of villages and tens of 
thousands of hamlets, and literally millions of homes, 
where the Bible has not yet been taken to be a guide 
unto the feet and a light unto the path of the 9914% 
of unevangelized Japanese. 

Now that the Christian Church in Japan has been 
streamlined by the government, the unfinished task 
is the evangelization of Japan, the permeation of 
society with Christian ideals, and of government 
with Christian principles. 

Let us pray that Japanese Christianity will con- 
tinue to be Bible-centered and evangelistic. And 
to this end, let us support the Japanese Christians 
with our sympathy, our prayers, and when the day 
of peace returns, let us again encourage them with 
our gifts. 


Bibles and Insecticides 
by Henry H. Ragatz 


HERE is little connection between insecticides 
and Bibles, until one deals with Mr. W. T. 
Muncy, of Tecumseh, Nebraska. During the 
spring and summer he is busy selling sprays and 
powders for stock and plants. The winter months 
are slack, however; and even his work as vice chair- 
man of the South Central Commission on Evangel- 
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ism does not occupy all of his time. Some years 
ago he communicated with the Rocky Mountain Dis- 
trict office to see if there was work he could do for 
the Society. 

There was. There is always work to be done by 
those who have the desire to be of service, and have 
some other means of livelihood. In recent years 
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Mr. and Mrs. I. A. Dunn display the Bibles they had 
received from the Society in 1888 and 1943 


Mr. Muncy has become known to many for his re- 
curring calls, a sample case of Scriptures in one hand, 
and a selection of insecticides in the other, with a 
supply of both commodities occupying the limited 
space in the back of his car. 

He has been instrumental in supplying hospitals 
with Gospels and ‘Testaments. More than 600 vol- 
umes were supplied in one town for this purpose. 
Through him many who were unable to buy have 
received the Word. One of his reports stated, “I 
have a list of over twenty-five poor people. needing 
Bibles. I hope to raise enough money to get these 
when the weather moderates.” 

Half a century ago conditions in Nebraska were 
much different; yet there was a Bible distributor on 
the job. In 1888 Mr. and Mrs, I. A. Dunn settled in 
Nebraska. Their first home was a sod “dugout,” such 
as may still be seen in certain prairie sections. ‘They 
did not have a Bible, and could not buy one. But 
a Bible Society colporteur found them, and gave 
them the book they wanted. Through the years 
they prospered, and their Bible served as a staff and 
a comfort. 

Today its print is too small for their tired eyes, 
and again the Society is at hand, through Mr. Muncy, 
to furnish them with a large-print New Testament. 
They and the two books are shown above. 
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It may be of interest to report that the photog- 
rapher engaged to take the picture became interested 
in the Society when he was told the story of the pic- 
ture he was taking, and would make no charge. He 
asked, rather, that the Recorp be sent to his mother. 

There are many ways in which Mr. Muncy serves 
the Kingdom. Some time ago he wrote, “While I 
was talking to a minister the other day, two boys 
were brought in, accused of having stolen some things 
from him. After lengthy questioning, one con- 
fessed. We asked if he had ever gone to Sunday 
school, and he said he had not. I asked if he had a 
Bible or Testament. He replied in the negative; so 
I gave him a Testament, and he promised to read it 
and to go to Sunday school. I shall keep tab on him 
when IJ am there again, and see how he comes along.” 

Last year Mr. Muncy called upon a poor family 
who did not have a Bible. He asked the pastor 
about them, and was told they were “the most un- 
dependable people in town.” 

Mr. Muncy says, “They never went to church, and 
I was advised not to give them a Bible, as they 
would not read it. But it seemed to me this was 
the class of people I especially wanted to reach; so I 
went back and talked to them. I gave them the 
Bible, telling them it would do no good, unless they 
would read it. They agreed to do so. 


Mr. Muncy with a father and daughter to whom he 
had granted a Buble 


“Last Sunday I spoke in that pastor’s church, and 
saw this family in the congregation. I found that, 
after I had given them the Bible, they agreed to read 
it each morning at the breakfast table. After sev- 
eral weeks of this, the wife went to church, saying 
she wanted to be a Christian. Later her husband 
accepted Christ, and now the minister says they at- 
tend church regularly.” 

The dugouts have almost all given way to the new 
order; but God’s Word still has the power of chang- 
ing lives whenever and wherever it is furnished to 
men to read. 
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Is It Really Your Own, Buddy? 


T his article was originally written for The Link, a widely read magazine 

for chaplains and service men. It is reprinted here with the thought that 

some of our readers may wish to send it to their friends in the Army or 
Navy 


by Francis C. Stifler 


every man’s life. Here, in this land of plenty, 
we may possess many things that have never 
become really our own; and we can own some things 
that are not our legal possession. Ownership is pri- 
marily a spiritual matter. In my little suburban 
cottage in Jersey, I can sit at my study desk and look 
out into a large wooded tract on the side of a steep 
hill. It possesses one kind of beauty in the winter, 
and another in the summer. In the spring the fore- 
ground of this tract is a mass of fragrant fruit blos- 
soms; and further into the woods are patches of 
pink and white dogwood. I watch squirrels, rabbits, 
and chipmunks, and more than thirty different kinds 
of birds as they live their interesting wild life before 
my eyes. I see the moon rise over the hill, and many 
times have watched electric storms crash through 
the trees, bending the slender birches almost to the 
ground. Not a square foot of that land belongs to 
me; but it is mine in a very real sense, and nobody 
can build a spite fence high enough to rob me of it. 
On the contrary, there lie on my library table some 
new, brightly jacketed books I have recently ac- 
quired. I own them legally. I paid money for 
them; or someone gave them to me suitably inscribed 
as a gift. But I haven’t read a page of them yet. 
Until I do, they have really not, as books, become 
mine. I possess them, but I do not own them as I 
do my wooded hillside to which I hold no deed. 
Soldiers and sailors have been deprived for the 
time being of many things they used to call their 
own. Most of the things they use now are the govern- 
ment’s, lent to them for the duration. As for books, 
well, as soon as his training is over and he goes out 
on maneuvers or takes ship or is sent to one of the 
fronts, books, as personal possessions, are out for 
the duration—all, except one. Almost every man in 
uniform now has a Bible or a New Testament. It 
is his. It was given to him by his folks or by his 
church; or, if he left home without one, his chaplain 
has probably given him one. It’s his own book. 
When it’s all over, and he turns in his gun and his 
parachute and his blankets and his bombsight and 
all the rest of the things that the government has lent 
him, he’ll keep this little book. Years from now 
he'll show it to his children as one of his most pre- 
cious keepsakes. 


if HE word “own” is one of the ten-ton words in 
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But, buddy, do you really own that book? Do 
you really own anything, unless you can make it 
serve you somehow? You might put down the price 
of a car and get the bill of sale. It’s yours. But, 
suppose you don’t know how to drive the contrap- 
tion? Legally you own it; but, since it is of no good 
to you, you don’t really own it at all. 

Have you ever tried to put your Testament to use? 
You've dipped into it, yes. Maybe you started on 
the first page. That’s not so good, because the book 
opens with a long list of odd names. 

Your Testament is a tool. Some tools need an in- 
struction sheet to get you started. ‘The service Testa- 
ment I have contains two pages on colored paper 
in the very back that tell you how to take hold of 
this tool. If you are facing a crisis of some sort; or if 
you are discouraged, or lonely, or sick, or in trouble 
with your buddies, it tells you where to look in the 
book. If your Testament isn’t one that has these 
instructions in the back, ask your chaplain for one 
that does. He can get it for you. 

Here’s another way to make this book really your 
own. There is nothing new about the suggestion. 
It is the old one of doing a thing over and over 
again until you begin to click. Read certain passages 
twice every day when you are resting: a moment. 
They may not mean much at first, just like the first 
time you took orders on a drill field. But, there 
is something about God’s Word that the oftener 
you read it, the more it comes to mean to you. 

Well, okay, pal. What passages do I begin with? 
If you are a sailor, or even if you aren’t, read the 
twenty-seventh chapter of Acts. Or read the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh chapters of Matthew. These 
three chapters together are called the Sermon on 
the Mount. Yes, there are some mighty poor sermons 
preached, but not that one. You don’t have to 
read it all at once. Follow the paragraph marks; 
the first one comes at the beginning of the thirteenth 
verse. Read those twelve verses several times. Read 
the word “blessed” as “happy.” Let those sentiments 
soak in. | 

If you want to read a whole Gospel so as to make 
Jesus a real friend of yours, read Mark first. It’s 
short and full of action. What a man he was! Read 
that book over and over again. Some week-end read 
it all at one sitting. It will take you about two and 
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one half hours. While you are reading it, just re- 

member you are reading about the greatest man 

» who ever lived; the man who started the world think- 

» ing about the things you are fighting for now. It 
will be a thrill. 

If your book contains the Psalms,—or even if it 
has a few selected psalms in it,—read the twenty-third. 
The twenty-third is always included in any group 
of selected psalms. It is the greatest poem ever 
written. Maybe you never read any poetry, because 
you think it is too hard. Well, the twenty-third 
psalm is as simple as A B C.\ After you have read 
it a few times, you'll be different from most people 
if you don’t find it just speaking your own thoughts. 
David wrote it 2,500 years ago; but it’s just as true 
for you now as it was for him then. I don’t know 
any chapter in the Bible that becomes a fellow’s 
own as quickly and as permanently as the twenty- 
third psalm. Read it a few times, it will give itself 
to you as your very own for the rest of your days. 


Here’s what it did for one man. I got the story 
first-hand. A friend of mine was sitting at a table 
in the mess hall of the Navy Pier in Chicago one day 
last spring. His companion pointed out to him 
across the table an officer, who, some weeks before, 
had been shot down somewhere in the South Pacific. 
Later, my friend overheard this conversation between 
the rescued officer and the man next to him: 

“Well, Lieutenant, what went through your mind 
as you catapulted toward the ocean?” 

“Oh, just what always has come to me in times of 
helplessness and crisis,” said the young officer. “I 
simply repeated the twenty-third psalm.” 

It may be that the twenty-third psalm was all this 
man knew of the Bible, but that much was his own 
—and he used it. 

Buddy, if you'll just try a little, you can make a 
lot of the Bible your own. It will come to your 
help all along the way, not only for the duration. 
but as long as you live. 


For Those Who Go Down to Sea in Ships 


comes to the Bible House every time he 

makes port. In the November ReEcorp 
we carried his picture receiving a package of 
Testaments in waterproof containers for use in 
“crash kits’ used by Navy blimps. The accom- 
panying picture has since come to hand, showing 
supplies being lowered to a lifeboat from a 
blimp. Meanwhile, Chaplain Hester writes 
further of his most rewarding experiences on 
transport duty. 


CF ensic James D. Hester, U.S.N.R., 


At sunset comes the call “Darken ship.” From 
that moment until sunrise not a pinpoint of light 
must show. Within the darkened ship, as she steams 


through the night in convoy, red lights cause eerie 
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shadows. So, in a way it is no surprise to come upon 
a sailor, with his blanket drawn up over his head, 
reading his New Testament by the light of a flashlight. 

To the chaplain comes a steward’s mate, nurtured 
in his boyhood home church among his people in 
the Deep South, timidly asking for a New Testament 
—at nine o'clock at night. Or, here is an electrician’s 
mate, big and rough, by appearance the last one on 
shipboard you would suspect, asking for his copy. 
Or, idling with the lookout on a gun platform, as we 
steam somewhere in the vast spaces of the ocean, in 
a sudden and embarrassed burst of confidence, an- 
other seaman tugs his worn copy of the New Testa- 
ment from his dungarees for me to see. This was 
his father’s in the last war; the tattered covers are 
khaki. He inherits the work of some chaplain from 
a quarter of a century ago. 


a) 


A Chaplain Writes— 


From somewhere west, of San Francisco— 


“Men lose their New Testaments or get them muti- 
lated in combat, and immediately want another. ... 
The men read their Scriptures while lying in trenches 
or beside their gun positions, and there have been 
some instances of New Testaments saving men’s lives 
when they stopped bullets.... I need a thousand 
more Testaments. . . 7°” 


From somewhere east of New York— 


“A New Testament in one hand and a rifle over 
the shoulder protect the soldier’s spirit and his body. 
They also arm him for the fight against the forces 
of evil within and the tyranny without. 

“Soldiers do read their Testaments at the oddest 
times and places, and my supply of them is easily 
exhausted. I am the division chaplain of this famous 
combat-tested unit with its six other Protestant 
chaplains. I would like you to send 1,200 copies 
of the New Testament, which I'll allot to my chap- 
lains according to their needs.” 


The Acid Test 


In the single week just before this issue of the 
BisLE Society RECORD went to press, there were 
received at the Bible House fifteen gifts totaling 
$133 from men in the service. The gifts ranged 
from one to twenty-five dollars. They came from 


privates and from seamen, from officers of various 


ranks. They came from across the Atlantic and 
across the Pacific and from training camps at home. 
With each gift came a word of sincere appreciation 
of the Scriptures which the Society is furnishing to 
the men of our armed forces. The books are being 
read. 


From Camp Davis, North Carolina— 


“Your generous offer to furnish the four new 
chapels at Camp Davis with pulpit Bibles is grate- 
fully acknowledged. As these chapels have not been 
provided with pulpit Bibles, I am sure the chaplains 
will appreciate the Society’s gift. May I add that 
there are three other chapels nearing completion 
at this station, and if you can send seven Bibles at 
this time, each chapel pulpit will have a copy.” 

All the seven chapels have now their pulpit Bibles, 
stamped in gold on the cover. 


Frem the First Naval District— 


“Again, I want to thank you for your prompt co- 
operation in sending the gift Bibles for our boats 
which have been or will be in commission sooner 
or later. You will be interested to know that these 
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Bibles are usually presented with a bit of ceremony 
at a divine service held on board the ship before 
sailing. The interest of the ship’s company in this 
service is indicative of their deep concern for things 
spiritual.” 


From Chanute Field, Illinois— 

“I am a hospital chaplain. I have a grand work 
and a great opportunity. I want never to get used 
to the thrill which I experience when a soldier looks 
up from his sick bed and sees the handful of New 
Testaments which are ever with me on my journeys 
through the wards, and asks “Chaplain, are you giv- 
ing those away? May I have one?” That’s a great 
moment! And I can say that it isn’t a rare happen- 
ing in the work. 

“In the guardhouse also the men are asking me 
for Testaments, and I am glad to say that I have proof 
that they are reading the Word. Who can tell the 
good which is accomplished as a man in his cell reads 
the Word of Life. 

“Thanks again for the supply. As I told you 
before, the edition is by far the favorite of our men 
here. 


Stamps Into Scriptures 


Box in Brimfield, Massachusetts, from Dallas 

and Pasadena; from eighteen states; there came 
to the Bible House in one month packages of stamps 
and “covers,” (envelopes with the stamps on). 

The proceeds from their sale augment the War 
Emergency Fund which supplies Scriptures to refu- 
gees, prisoners of war, “orphaned” missions and our. 
own armed forces. 

What can be used? Almost anything, although 
there is little value in the ordinary U.S. 1¢, 2¢ and 
3¢ stamps. The demand is for U.S. historical com: 
memoratives, also “Famous Americans” and the new 
5¢ | flags.” 

Old stamps, high denominations and foreign is- 
sues have special value. ‘“Mints” (unused) are worth 
face value or more. Stamps off paper are very ac- 
ceptable provided no damage is done to the perfo- 
rations. 

What can you do? Search the attic for old en- 
velopes, send censored covers, interest church schools » 
and women’s groups to save stamps. 

A little batch of used commemoratives or airmail 
covers may provide a Testament for a Merchant 
seaman on convoy or perhaps a soldier prisoner. Let 
us together turn stamps into Scriptures. | 
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(Continued from inside front cover) 

will seat one hundred and twenty-six people 
| when set up with chairs, but general meetings 
» are infrequent. It is much more like a home 
than a church. The men become attached to it 
as they do to their homes. They come back to it 
when the opportunity offers. Many who have 
been transferred to Camp Dix, fifty miles away, 
come back to spend an evening at the center. 
One boy came all the way from Camp Edwards, 
two hundred miles away, to spend a few hours 
with his old friends. 

The Bible is at the heart of Victory Center. I 
believe that this accounts for its amazing useful- 
ness. ‘The national chaplain of the American 
Legion was a recent guest. When he left, he 
said to Mr. Harper, “I have visited many such ° 
places from coast to coast. In my judgment, you 
have the finest setup, in that you have a home 
for the boys.” 

In a most remarkable way the running ex- 
penses of the center have been met by the gifts of 
friends. There has never been an unpaid bill. 
The little bulletin issued by the workers states 


Mr. Harper, director of Victory Center, explains the 
Scriptures to a soldier 


V-mail arrives daily at Victory Center 


that Christian friends can help by their prayers, by 
the giving of their time at stated intervals to act as 
helpers, by providing homemade cakes and cookies, 
coffee, sugar, etc., and by letting men who are at 
Camp Kilmer know about the facilities at the center. 
There is no solicitation of funds—nor any lack of 
them. 

The American Bible Society was happy to fur- 
nish Bibles and Testaments for so worthy an insti- 
tution. 


“In the Namie of God” 


N learning that Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum, 
the Society’s subagent at Istanbul, was to 
be stationed elsewhere, three Moslem ‘Turks 

came to the Bible House in Istanbul one day last 
summer to plead earnestly that some other arrange- 
ment be made, so that Mr. MacCallum might remain. 
They left a letter entitled “In the name of God” 
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and signed by their leader, Fevzi Bey, a former der- 
vish, from whom Mr. MacCallum had had many 
visits. After recounting some of the unfortunate 
misunderstandings that had created so much en- 
mity between Moslems and Christians, this earnest 
friend wrote, in part:— 

“Yet, in spite of all these theories, born of misun- 
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derstanding, I came to know one Christian who did 
away with this chasm which separated me from all 
Christians. He filled it in completely, and made the 
path absolutely level. I have tested him for years. 
I came to believe that, if there could be one such 
real Christian in the world, there must be a great 
many more. I loved him, and in his person I loved 
all Christians who know and are true to their Bible. 
I rejoiced as one who finds something precious he 
had lost. I was comforted and encouraged in my 
hope that the world would yet be saved. 

“This Christian is Mr. Lyman MacCallum: Under 
his guidance and encouragement I approached, read, 
and again and again reread the Bible. After that I 
began to write my religious treatises, which today, by 
God’s grace and mercy, have reached a total of forty- 
four books. ... It was Mr. Lyman who was the first 
cause of my beginning to write in this way, by which 
all sacred writings were included and made basic. 

“One end of this series of religious books which 


Universal Bible Sunday 


HE front cover of this issue of the BrBLE Socrt- 

ETY REcorD carries a reproduction of the beau- 

tiful four-color poster that has been sent to 
120,000 pastors throughout the country, along with 
other material designed to help in the celebration of 
Universal Bible Sunday. The date is December 12, 
some churches following the liturgical calendar ob- 
serving the day on December 5. 

Have you seen this poster displayed in your 
church? If not, ask the pastor if he received a copy. 
If he did not, ask him to write to the Bible House. 
As long as the supply lasts, the Society wants to have 
a copy of this poster displayed in every church. 

Has your church planned its observance of Bible 
Sunday? ‘There are many ways that suggest them- 
selves. Ask your librarian to feature a table of Bibles 
and books about the Bible for the week beginning 
December 5. Call up your radio station and ask 
them to make mention of it in their programs for 
the week. Every radio station in America has re- 
ceived from the Society scripts for this purpose. 

Ask your city or county editor to write an article 
or editorial on the Bible. He, too, has received 
material from the Bible House. 

Inaugurate a Bible reading program in your 
church, your home, your neighborhood. If your 
church has not already done it, arrange for an offer- 
ing on Bible Sunday or some later date. Send this 
offering to the American Bible Society to help them 
meet more adequately the crying need for Bibles 
that rises daily from a war-weary and impoverished 
world. 
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build a bridge of affection between the Christian 
and the Moslem, and indeed all the non-Christian 
world, rests on the pure and glowing heart, the spir- 
itual faith of Mr. Lyman. This love came from him. 
It filled my heart, and overflowed to others. 

“But now I hear that Mr. Lyman is appointed to 
another country. To remove this good man, who 
with his single heart had set about to right the wrong 
of centuries, means that the work will be abandoned 
at the very beginning... . 

“This I say without a moment’s hesitation. To 
transfer him is not in the interests of truth and right. 
And I am very hopeful that, if the directing authori- 
ties can see through the eyes of this stranger, the true 
extent of the success achieved through God’s hand 
by this quiet and humble Mr. Lyman, not only will 
they not remove him, but they will confirm his ap- 
pointment to work here till he dies, and to live on 
here after death. May God grant to all whatever is 
best. “Amen, 


From the Mail Bag 


F the hundreds of pieces of mail that come daily 
@) to the Bible House there is none more welcome 
than those from the men in service. As we go to 
press, came this one from Corporal Elmer Hoffman, 
Fort Benning, Georgia: 


I want to tell you how much I cherish the Bible I re- 
ceived through Chaplain Baergen, our regimental chap- 
lain. I am very active in our church work here, especially 
in the musical field. I hope the blessings I receive from 
my Bible will benefit others with whom I associate, and 
to the glory of God may some who do not know the Lord 
Jesus Christ be led humbly to the cross and accept him. 


THER churches may wish to follow the ex- 

ample of a small Methodist church in Louisi- 
ana, whose pastor writes that at a recent Communion 
service in his church each partaker left an offering 
to be sent to the American Bible Society for Testa- 
ments for service men. The offering was $15.00. 


ee 
HE Society’s Secretary at Cincinnati writes:— 


The days of sacrifice are not over, nor are they 
all on the side of the warriors. A farmer came into our 
office the other day and handed us $51.53 as a gift toward 
our emergency work. One dollar of this was for “Read 
the Bible” seals in response to the letter sent him. The 
balance represented the profit he had made on a sale, 
evidently of a piece of land or machinery. He did not 
turn in a tenth of the profit, but all of it. It has inspired 
us to greater endeavor, and has given us new strength for 
our task when we know that men like these have faith 
in us and in the work we are endeavoring to do. 
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First—it is literally true that people who 
are free from financial anxiety do have aNonger 
life expectancy. American Bible Society annuity 
agreements have never failed to bring regular 
and generous payments when due throughout the 
entire one hundred year's.of the plan’s existence. 
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Annuity agreements help to insure that this FIRST 
work will go on. Your Christian influence will BIBLE 
live on after you in the kind of work whose 
fundamental character never changes. 


In celebration of the 100th anniversary of its 
annuity plan, the Board of Managers invites you to 
have a share in its $1,000,000 annuity fund. Send 


now for the booklet ‘A Gift That Lives,”’ which shows 
you how fo give and receive at the same time. 
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